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Forward

Half a century has passed since Tadami Town
was established from the merging of three villages
in 1959. During this time, Japan has achieved
remarkable economic growth, and the quality of
life for residents of Tadami has increased as well.
The changes made have led to convenient and
high-quality standards of living, as good as any
urban city. On the other hand, the rate of
depopulation, combined with the aging population
in rural areas has increased. Furthermore, a huge
wave of internationalization is currently hitting
Tadami. However, Tadami has been blessed by
nature, and despite these circumstances, the
culture and tradition nurtured by the environment
still thrive. The town owes its current prosperity to
the continuous efforts of our ancestors, who
coexisted with the harsh yet bountiful natural
surroundings.

Tadami Town is registered as a “Biosphere
Reserve” This is an academic endorsement of
Tadami’s abundant nature. We can also say that
traditional lifestyle and cultural values found in
Tadami are highly regarded internationally.
Tadami has aggressively implemented the “Capital
of Mother Nature Tadami” and “A Living Town
Amongst the Beech Trees and Snow;” campaigns,
while also pursuing exchanges with cities ,
including establishing the Tadami Beech Center,
the Exchange Promotion Center,and the Mountain
Life Interactive Center. The town will continue to
protect the beautiful mountain village scenery that
is associated with classic Japanese landscapes. We
will also try to build a small but outstanding
sustainable society based on community resources.
With the registration of the Town as a “Biosphere
Reserve’, the town should grow more confident in
its allure. The town should also work on exchange
with urban cities, and the promotion of settlement
in this area. I believe such activities will lead to a
revitalization of the town.

I would be truly grateful if this statistical
survey could help many of you get to know more
about “Our hometown, Tadami?”

Meguro Yoshihisa

Tadami Town Mayor
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It’s Time for the Future:
Imagining a Truly Prosperous Community

These days, many other mountainous
regions in Japan are struggling with rapid
depopulation and aging communities. Tadami
Town is facing the same problem, and is
confronted with the question of how to maintain
local communities.

In 2006, the town created the sixth Tadami
Promotion Plan, and founded a new philosophy:
“A Town Amongst the (Beech) Trees and Snow”
- Oku-Aizu Tadami’s Challenge: Creating True
Values” Furthermore, in 2007, the tow was
declared Tadami “Capital of Mother Nature
Tadami”, or the heart of Japan’s nature. The town
also established its responsibility to preserve
and conserve Tadami’s natural surroundings,
and to pass them on to the next generation. In
order to advance this philosophy, the town
decided to apply for the “Biosphere Reserve”
designation, promoted by UNESCO.

In June of 2014, the Tadami Biosphere
Reserve was established. The time has come for
Tadami to begin a new challenge: to establish a
sustainable society where people and nature
coexist.
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Creating a Sustainable Community
Tadami Town’s Choice:
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"Tadami Biosphere Reserve"
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Tadami Town’s Future under the Biosphere Reserve Philosophy

In June of 2014, registration for the “Tadami Biosphere Reserve” was
accepted by the International Coordinating Council for the Man and the
Biosphere (MAB) in Sweden. In July of 2014, the Tadami Biosphere Reserve
Promotion Council, consisting of 24 representatives from Tadami and the
surrounding areas, held its first meeting. At the same time, various
researchers played observational roles in the Council Support Committee.

After registration as a Biosphere Reserve, Tadami Town established its
fundamental philosophy for preservation and sustainable utilization of its
pristine natural environment. Moving forward, the town has launched and
pledged to continue promoting the beauty of the community and surrounding
area based on the designation.
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Spring comes late to the snowy country,
P Tadami. Real spring comes in April, when the
snow finally begins to melt. Day by day, the
§ sunlight shines down more strongly. As the
# melted snow rushes to the Tadami and Ina
‘ '_ rivers, the groves of willow trees along the
4 riverbanks turn yellow, and the beech woods J#§
along the edges of the mountain begin to bud.
After the thaw, flowers bloom on the sloping
hills.

By the end of April, farmers get to work in
the rice paddies and fields once the soil’s surface
is exposed. Rice planting begins around the end
of May. You can hear the croaking of frogs in the
watery rice paddies, and the singing of the
summer birds.

Around this time, farmers tend the Flowering
Fern (a vegetable) in their fields. This sight is a
Tadami spring tradition that the people enjoy. At
the beginning of spring, Tadami citizens delight
in the bounty of the mountain, such as wild
vegetables, because the crops are not yet ready to
be eaten.

As the Ezo Hydrangeas begin to bloom on
the mountain, the seasons change from spring to
summer.
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The mountains are carpeted in green, and
the Japanese spring Cicadas chirp in their cool

~ voices during summer. This is the best season in |
- Tadami. Pink lilies bloom, and the Ruddy * = = -
~ Kingfishers sing in the morning and evening- =~

all living things grow quickly, and enjoy the g
short summer in Tadami. As dusk gathers,
fireflies sparkle in the pale moonlight near water
during this season. Many people come to fish
Mountain Trout in the mountain streams, and
many hikers rest themselves in the beech forests.

In late July, midsummer comes when the
mountain lilies begin to fragrantly bloom.
Between the end of the rainy season and Obon,
the temperatures rise to their highest all year.
The temperature exceeds 30 degrees Celsius
daily. Vegetables, such as tomatoes, eggplants,
and corn all grow at once, and they brighten the
lunch/dinner table.

During Obon, family members come back
from big cities to relax in their hometowns for a
while. The mornings and evenings become
cooler after the holidays. School starts, and the
town once again becomes less crowded. As
farmers finish sowing the seeds of winter
vegetables, the season gradually turns to autumn.
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3 In early September, the whole town participates

X0 5 Y B F XD H 5 D\ " in the Autumn Fest.ival. When ﬂags, banners,

B RO 9T aKRLTF E AN 9 = and streamers are displayed on shrine grounds &%

& B Z e ° 7’2 O T H ZEXR T H % in each community, the real autumn comes to

=] 7’3 ft 5 O 1 F £ FE lj& E, /l( Z b A 98 Tadami. Rice-plants laden with grains droop

2‘ 73 l_i() lli g 7‘; t\ g 3 Y ﬁﬁ *Ié 5\ h{ ﬁ! % lower in late September. Then the farmers begin
~ H ] .

TR&E CIETIYLYANAEE R ey ¢ o

Lo -8Bl 473 % 3 » Kk EER . uts and mushrooms are ready to be collecte

T B L F IR Loy B EIZE L in the mountains. Materials for winter, such as

LD 65 AR Y7 FITHK D O akebi (Chocolate Vine) and Japanese Silver-Vine £

° T < Q F v & < ')‘ D B A Y (catnip) are also collected in the mountain during

23 i e ER *é W this time of the year. It is likely that this is the §
T B X R A 9 M5 b —9: E N S0 4= kind of lifestyle Tadami people have led since F§
X kL ovs s s °n X HEK the Jomon Period. Tt could be said that th
0o R FTHOM D L Y3 o E e Jomon Period. It could be said that the
TH LT RSOz FE 9 ° ¥ o abundance of autumnal produce from the mountain

has saved many lives during Tadami’s harsh
winter.

v R T O % H JE C ¥ o & In the mountains and villages, leaves change

H # & Jéi @ AN < g1l D\ ¥ ¥ £ 10 colors in mid-October. The bronze Maple Trees

Y ER B BT 2 EARNA ) '3; H and Japanese-Maples are capped in yellow and

s !: kb x oL g il crimson. The mountain comes alive with these

wWOEFEREDER DD VYR beautiful col

S EODLOIZT E B ED RXHE eautiful colors.

LY WEFh KRE WWHEHDY >~ H One morning in November, the leaves begin

T A2 b FRERIPIFTE VX< A4 2 WU to fall, blown by the midnight wind. The tops of

ENES b‘ D 9 kT 5\ ® T £ ¥ B the mountains are covered in snow, and turn
-3 . z °H é . :E ‘3; RS g 3@ i) white. Before it begins to snow in town, residents
{'%F ﬁ ?: % % Al 'LEX' [‘15‘: b :jg t‘; % get busy harvesting vegetables such as Japanese
[ W) 5 L < 0 = g. R A radishes, Chinese cabbage, and leeks, which will
7{; T3 F o o E %:E D B R help them to survive the winter. They are also
7Y N fE o ok H h A HEIBRDY busy cleaning their farming tools and houses,
L O R - X 7 B &8 w T covering the houses and trees in the garden for

protection against snow, and preserving food in
preparation for winter.
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Of all the seasons in Tadami, winter is the
most impressive; residents and nature alike have ¥
been heavily influenced by snow. Every year,
starting in the middle of December, a cold wave
brings the first heavy snow. The snow usually
remains unmelted, and more snow piles on top
of it. Snowfall comes to a peak in February, and
it sometimes piles up over 3 meters high.

It can be said that the culture of Tadami is
based on the snowy routine of day-to-day life

ofF CHE N N C OV EERY M H T C OVl

VTR U RS O >
ASHSIMNIOIHSEHIULY

oo HAS S v [ N PU R =

— MW, EERNN — S I e
oS N CIERYIFER LSS vl

AACSIRIS A8 SR C
LS ROV e B T I o SR I o >

SUFNFRT O 7T e I XS M
AP < C OO Y § ¢*

SO0 T S C R WO R

<

oz A D H 4T k E I 9 5 D during the long winters. Some of this snow-
VA ﬂ ECf ’f\\ » 5 73; R ° 3 2 »d H culture includes: shimi-mochi(frozen rice-cakes)
& V)\ [ f\ 5 J: ®of o s ﬁ‘ l’i L) and shimi-daikon (frozen white radish) made by
D oL Z 3 h an ;t & ) utilizing the snow and cold temperatures
HERED PSS B THOOXICX handerofis made f Silver vine
nNwoArTcoh Ty EEHEE NV EIL andcrafts made from ]apa.nese ilver vine
P EBEBE R T ANBD S ] BERE B DI (catnip) and sedge, and traditional dances such
FToWkbdb °HEHLLEZERS2IEN as the Saotome Odori.
5 N B 7oK % 7& E = 2 A TE The Tadami Snow Festival is held every
by JEZ Z nox '5; R - D & & February. Local cuisine and folk-art stalls line
g }T\ }5/ ‘5, é % & ‘,% 3 % é‘% % fé % the streets, and various events are held at the
T % n & % < D) 75 7 5 A = 7 festival. It is breathtaking to see the fireworks in
° 1z 2 B S’ A > g\ = ; B the winter sky. The snow festival is the largest
&~ & H E B B X 33y h H F n event in Tadami Town. After the festival, the
% 5 M KRNIy 1 b5 F RIT X days begin to grow longer, and the first signs of

spring come. Everyone waits for spring to bloom
forth from the deep snow.
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Traditional Craft - Matatabi (Japanese Silver Vine (Catnip)) Crafts
“Matatabi-Ya” - A Group Passing Down Traditional Techniques
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Occupational Therapists Appointed to Tadami Town
Two Young People who are Favorites with the Elderly
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Tadami Town: A History Established during the Middle Ages
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The

The history of the Tadami territories goes back to the
Paleolithic Period. 26 sites from the Jomon Period and 7
from the Yayoi Period have been discovered. Notably, the
Kubota Ruins were designated a Fukushima Prefecture
Historical Site, due to the discovery of rare, reburial
graves found in the Ruins. During the Kamakura Period,
Yamauchi Clan ruled over the area for 400 years. 24 castle
the Shinpen Aizu Fu-doki (“Revised Aizu Topography”),
which was compiled in the beginning of the 19" century,
an ancient town is depicted. This map also indicates that
most of the present territory known as Tadami Town was
present. Between 1870 and 1940, The Tadami territory

In 1959, the modern-day Tadami Town was established.
After the construction of the dam, Tadami’s golden age
gradually came to an end as Tadami faced the problem of
advancing depopulation and aging. However, the town is

was supported largely by the silk-farming and manufacturing

industry. After World War II, the construction of dams
reached 15,000 people at the time of Tagokura Dam

construction.
trying to carve out a new era in history and culture,

and home sites from that period have been discovered. In
brought drastic change the area. The population had
connecting new generations to the ancestors of Tadami.

the Tadami territories were called “Ihou-gou”
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Tadami’s Pride: Cultural Assets

R EREEXIE

-

Sxf@ht s,

=

Bha#hTHolz, 500ED
=

A KA
3 | e

L BF O ALIKED

mA.

«

BUESFEREE &< 0 n C Oft3hith & FF(Th,

AR CRBMIELEES(

KIRE NIV EYT{Y
YO oo mRIS{Ee-& EYER
TERBER W S 640 FISEH i
HMIEVO N HEERLRERUR
Tehttén&mW%ﬁﬁit\
HER AP VO VIR IR o 41 S T
HHEREN RO S BRI
Hmsn 3 A YU 52 +@ KT R Hm i <y
& (mEID NI TiR) 187 HK S &K
AR~ O Ol S EIHWIR  H6 on°

1) PR

HNXHIP RV BV ST < ERI
DR QIR S CIEEHERE 48 0
N OMEEEREN  (mRIS{ i EX S
) LR SO (kD
HEENXYIEE) 87 BRo T~ ndE
XD B

HEXIFVO WV RRKA
S (VAN L e I MK ik bk © #K-K
A D WEHR D W1 © T i BN I
EXIE I S [URKIKRS
HMEDAVEEHE N SN ™ N |

20

%

[

BEI N

[

ER3F(1718)1
BE+EREEF. REMX L O HE#BX(
EORICHKEES N, b LDEIBES N,

=

BERFE =

BE+

)

SIS

FETIIAEB

BRELEINIBERE
ERETE LTHFIATh S,

BRI D
BT LTfEbiiz, T

Bflo

A
=

LR
BE

—

FEIZ. ATE#OO

[BRAERETE
(ke



21

[AERBROEERAELAEEaL /Y a v IcETnstEEO—If
FERTTEIbIrO b RABEEE(Z, RE* O NEL-ZEATRED
NEEDEME, H— FDOERA%ETo. COARIZ. DBEICRARARE
FEENEWEHE B2, S CEATRE LA O D HIF LU E S 2 5,

HEHTOX{Lit—&
5 2 KERS | B & M
7 | RESEEE wE | B W
& |[HEHRRES e | M o’
W | [HERHREE B E | Mo
| REEEE S B E | ® I
W SmE e R HiEE | B &
gy | SEFAISR (5 HEE | B A
S e HiEE | B &
I A+RREEED BEE | R R
B | T b = 2 TR HEE | 2 A
MES 5T B E | Mo
7 WAROFEBERATRERER | 0 15 E | R W
(BRI D B S _
- i W E | | A
o | LR BEE | K A
gy | T2 IO W E | R
IR TSR W E | A R
= f{;ﬁgwi@ﬁaﬁaﬁgw ZEz | m &
{@ v3av
X[V - BIRORZAHD s | B 5 E | Mk R
g; R (1] W5 E | B W
EROBUER S & S O E | R
HEROY T K75 BEE | K A
< | FEREE W E | B W
FHIITTTF v WO E | B R
R BRIEEE EREOR T Y W E | B R
7 Bg)llokaTy WiEE | B A
N e 2 EXERE2M| & H
" AXTY EXARRLe| £ =
Foug ERRT2W| & B
TR ERREam| & =
28 LEHOTTY o5 BiEE | K A
(A Ty BEE | H R

BE N T AES
& 2 EFE DD 3
LR
BH 5 ¥ E 3
HTnERME 3
L X 7 » 5 B
TEREBL D
LR - = R NP - ¢
50 BN » B
E o m R W
CEBRICHMME S
575\-755311'6\%“
TNl &I & X
TR - ° 47
- = |
O = £ L 6 &

EATRNE /\+BE# - il - KRS
7 EICEE T Bt s,

There are several registered assets present in
Tadami: 3 National “Important Cultural Properties”
assets, 7 designated by Fukushima Prefecture,
and 14 designated by the town. Joho Temple’s
Kannon Hall and the former residence of the
Igarashi Family are both designated as National
Important Cultural Properties. A wooden statue
of the Goddess of Mercy, Sei Kannon Bosatsu
zazo (an “Important Cultural Property” of
Fukushima), which rests inside the Joho Temple,
is over seven-hundred years old.

Many ancient documents are also stored in
the town. 3,475 of the Hasebe Family’s documents
(a Prefectural “Important Cultural Property”)
are preserved in the former residence of the
Hasegawa Family (a Prefectural “Important
Cultural Property”).

The town is home to the “Folk-cultural
Property” called “The Collection of Production
Tools and Work Clothes from Aizu Tadami”
This collection is also designated as a “National
Significant Tangible Folk Cultural Asset” The
contents of the collection include 416 items of work-
clothing, and craft tools. Currently, construction of
a reproduction warehouse for the collection is
under consideration in Tadami.



Traditions to Pass Down to Future Generations
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Yanadori Kagura is a dance dedicated to the
reconstruction of a shrine. It is believed to have
originated in 1144. Saotome Odori is a traditional
folk dance, where the people dance around the
neighborhood on the evening of the lunar New
Year every year. It is said that this dance has a four-
hundred year history. In 2006, it was designated
an “Intangible Folk Cultural Asset by Prefecture’,
under the title “Kobayashi/Yanadoris Saotome
Odori, and Kagura” A cultural preservation
committee is currently training young dancers.

The art of “Scroll Culture” is peculiar to Tadami
as well. Even today, artisans such as carpenters still
receive a scroll from their master as proof of
becoming a qualified craftsman. In addition to this
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type of scroll, there are other kinds of achievement
scrolls, such as the “Ogasawara-school” Scroll. In
the past, when farmers could not work outside
because of snow, much of the daily clothing and
supplies were made by hand during the winter.
This was when the techniques for weaving baskets
and colanders with local mountain plants were
inherited. These crafts have been recognized for
their high quality as folk art in recent years.

Tadami Town has its own unique food culture
as well. Tadami’s food culture includes fermented
sushi, and ohira, which is a must at celebrations.
Candy made from malt and glutinous rice is a
popular food as well.
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AR &EUGES The Health and Welfare local government departments are
FHRINEE (R — L~ oL =) OIRESE located in the Nagahama, Asahi District. Nagahama is located in
AT LS - b . the center of town. The town is attempting to relocate the Kokuho
*iﬁ*ﬁ*]t/igjt e r? XU Asahi Clinic and local organizations offices/facilities to the same
i&iﬁ,ﬁﬁi%t’ va—ILhzAit J_ area, so that information can be shared effectively among the
D VB DTEB OSIREL SRAERK organizations. The town is also adjusting the organization of
RIS E AR — A TR B k— L4 ] (505) public facilities to better suit all Tadami residents.

Furthermore, the childcare system has been improved, so that
MMERIGRIEEBAR — L (FR27FEFMPTFE)  raising children is easier. At the same time, the systems and
facilities which support the elderly have also been redesigned, so

that they may continue to live in their beloved hometown.
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Town Planning through Increasing Human Resources:
Creating a Nurturing Environment and Sturdy Institutions
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Tadami is pouring much of its effort into education. Local
environmental communities, schools, households, and the
public have cooperated in running various programs and
policies so that the children receive a good education.

In town, there are 3 municipal elementary schools (Tadami,
Asahi, and Meiwa Elementary Schools), 1 junior high school
(Tadami Junior High School), and the Fukushima Prefectural

Tadami High School. Eﬁ%[}/]\q—ffi#%%i%’“ 4 \R%Di&ijwij NEZDH
FELELDRRAD #RF5,
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Making the Most of Man Power,
Nature, Resources and the Environment
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Agriculture is a key industry in Tadami Town. The
primary crop is rice, but the export value of Tadami tomatoes
is equal to the value of its rice. This kind of tomato is known
as the “Nango Tomato’, and has its own brand, trademark
registration, and excellent reputation. In order to maintain
the public industries of agriculture and forestry, it is
necessary to train new generations to sustain the local
agriculture and forestry industries.

The town is advertising widely to enterprising
companies, to attract them to the area. Currently, 8
companies are operating within Tadami. One company has
approximately 100 employees, and has produced many job
opportunities. Such companies especially motivate the young
people studying or working in big cities to return to their
hometowns; other young people who were born in big cities
also come to the area to seek employment. The companies
also promote collaboration between different industries,
and proposing support measures for new industries and
local businesses, aimed at tackling community issues.

Tadami has high expectations for the new eco-tourism
industry and tourism promotional industry. The prestige of
the Biosphere Reserve label, along with the beautiful natural
environment, culture, and history will also be used to
promote industry in Tadami.
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Living Safe and Comfortable
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Living in Tadami Town could become difficult, as it faces
both a decreasing and aging population. However, Tadami is
currently carrying out town planning programs with the
intent to coexist with the natural environment, while striving
to maintain/ enhance the natural biome. Tadami’s goal is for
all of its townspeople to be able to lead fair, safe, and
comfortable lives.

Since public transportation is insufficient in the town,
Tadami is in the process of creating its own, multi-purpose
transportation system. Furthermore, in anticipation of the
accumulated snow in winter, a “Snow Removal Station” has
been created for removing snow on the roads at night.

In 1999, a municipal bylaw was enacted to preserve and
foster the beautiful landscape of Tadami. In this manner,
Tadami will strive to manage the environmental health and
planning of a beautiful and pristine town.
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Town Planning with Residents
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Tadami Town did not merge with other
municipalities due to geographical/ environmental
conditions. Instead, the town decided to “promote
town planning with the support and cooperation
of residents”. In this vein, the “town-planning

Tadami Town Council adopted a “year-
round council system”, and arranged a system to
investigate and deliberate town issues, led by the

with the residential support policy” is a basic
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council. Additionally, the public can peruse the

town with the support of its residents.

=
E

minutes of each meeting and activity reports on
the town website. Briefing sessions are also held

by the council.
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